Summer Reading List for Advanced Placement Literature and Composition (12th grade)

Below is the REQUIRED summer reading list for Advanced Placement Literature and Composition.  It is not required that the student own a copy of the literature, although that is preferred, but students must have read the material prior to the first day of class.  We will use and reference the summer literature ALL YEAR, so make sure you read carefully.  The seriousness afforded to the summer reading list will give me a good idea of the level of commitment of the students, so make sure to start off on the right foot!  

I will explain the difference to you between norm referenced grading and criterion referenced grading.  Please recognize that both of these are used in this class.  For summer reading assignments, I will be using a norm referenced system of assessment, which essentially means that you are in competition with your classmates to earn a place on a bell curve.  I will typically award more than one A; however, there is only ever one 100%.  

Advanced Placement Literature and Composition, Summer Reading books:

The Great Gatsby - F. Scott Fitzgerald

Brave New World - Aldous Huxley

Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close – Jonathan Safran Foer

The Natural - Bernard Malamud

Upon completing each book, you are to do two writing assignments and e-mail them to me.  Please e-mail each one separately, and do so by the required deadlines.  The first is a reader response; the second is a quick character sketch of ONE character in the book that reminds you in some way of yourself, with an explanation including a personal anecdote or character trait.  This would be enhanced by specific textual references and examples to the character that you choose.  Typically, the reader response can generally be done in 4-5 pages, and the character sketch/comparison in 1-2, but I have never deducted credit from a student for writing too much.  

Do not, under any circumstances, reference SparkNotes or CliffNotes, former students, or any reading guide in an effort to impress me with “deeper meaning” readings of the novels.  I am looking for organic, authentic reactions to the books.  Part of the pleasure of reading books is discussing them, so I certainly won’t prohibit a discussion with classmates who have read or are reading the book at the same time; what I am discouraging is a use of reading “aides” that will influence your immediate reaction to what you are reading.  Once your responses have been e-mailed to me, if you wish to investigate further information or criticism on a book you particularly enjoyed, then that is your prerogative.  

Work that is in any way plagiarized or not original to the author will be given a zero, and the student will be referred to the office for disciplinary action.  

My e-mail is csloan@lakeshoreps.org 
I look forward to hearing from you!

Deadlines:

First book must be read/assignments e-mailed or submitted by:

July 3rd, 2015
Second book must be read/assignments e-mailed or submitted by:

July 24th, 2015
Third book must be read/assignments e-mailed or submitted by:

August 14th, 2015
Fourth book must be read/assignments e-mailed or submitted by:

September 4th, 2014
If you complete an assignment early, you are welcome to submit it upon completion.  Late assignments will not be considered for a grade.

