Vocabulary Words, Huck Finn Unit 1

American Literature

Miss Sloan
1. commence (verb) – to begin

2. tolerable (adjective) – moderately agreeable, bearable

3. shrivel (verb) – to become wrinkled and shrink

4. providence (noun) – divine care, the help of a greater power

5. ingots (noun) – mass of metal

6. oracle (noun) – a heavenly communicator, a prophet 

7. specimen (noun) – a sample or example of something

8. infernal (adjective) – having to do with hell, hellish

9. speculate (verb) – meditate, think deeply on something

10. hogshead (noun) – a large barrel

11. vial (noun) – a small container for liquids

12. pivot (verb) – to rotate, usually on one foot or on a lever

13. careen (verb) – to sway, to lurch or rush headlong and clumsily

14. gaudy (adjective) – showy, flashy, often tacky and in poor taste

15. thicket (noun) – a dense growth of shrubbery

