12 Guidelines of Response

College Writing
1.  Writer passes out copies of written piece to group and reads the piece aloud without apology or introduction that influences response (e.g. “This is really bad, especially after reading Alex’s” or “I know the ending doesn’t work, but I had to put something down”).  The group follows along silently.

2.  Think time (may jot some notes to organize thoughts, but don’t dwell here.  Too much note taking time is awkward for the writer, and responders should not be editing the work—instead, they should reread and think about their comments).


3.  Begin responses with overall impressions/big ideas (it’s good practice to begin with positives)

· what’s working well in the piece?  what draws you in?  point out specifics and why they work. 

· are there areas that could be more like the strong areas?

· can the group identify a clear purpose for the piece?  

· are there places where the reader might be confused or need more information?

· where might more development or explanation or detail enhance the piece?

4.  Address smaller issues after the big ideas (e.g. sentence structure, style, word choice).

5.  Don’t try to respond to every aspect of the piece.  This can be overwhelming for the writer.  Assume the piece will come back for additional response at a later time.  Smaller issues can be addressed when a piece is closer to its finished product. 

6.  Look at grammar/spelling/conventions last (if the piece is an early draft, the group may not venture into conventions at all, and that’s okay.  Big ideas are much more important)

7.  Use specific language when speaking (avoid “it’s good” and instead show precisely what 

      works well in the piece and why).

8.  Be honest, but respectful.  Try to use “I” statements rather than “you” statements.  For example, “I’m confused in paragraph 2” is less judgmental than “You need to make paragraph 2 more clear.” Similarly, “Some of the sentences feel a little choppy to me” sounds softer than “you need to combine sentence and make it flow better.” 

9.  Writer takes lots of notes and does not need to respond to comments.  “Thank you” would be an

     appropriate response.  

10.  All group members participate.

11.  Keep to the time constraint for each essay, so that each person gets equal response time.  The general rule is 8 minutes per piece – you may need to modify. 
12.  Always remember that the goal of response is to keep a piece going.  We want the writer to leave feeling good about the potential of a piece, and to consider lots of ideas from the group as a way to make the piece more effective.
Some ideas for this document taken from articles by Stephen Dunning and Jack Ridl; created by Bean Klusendorf
Samples of Response to Writing: 4 Types

Summary/Restatement Responses

I can see that you’re showing the tension between you and your parents.

You’re using a lot of sound details to show how scary it was being outside that night.

So you’re arguing that the driving age should change to 18, and you’re using stats from the Dept . 
of Transportation to show that there are fewer accidents among drivers 18 and older. 

I notice you used almost no punctuation in the parts that show how the car went really fast and out of 

control and then you used more commas and periods when the pace was slower. 

I’m sensing a lot of excitement, especially as the moment gets closer.

Praise/Positive Responses

I can really picture this house—the details make me feel like I’m there.

This is a great comparison.

I like the sound of these words/this line.

I can feel the sadness in the story.

You have lots of strong details in this paragraph/stanza.

I liked how you developed this character by showing her conversations with her older sister.

I liked how you used dialogue to bring out the tension.

I like how you chose quotes from the book that others didn’t choose.  They’re different.

Question Responses

I get the overall feeling, but I’m confused in the middle section.  Is it all the same time period?

I can picture what you’re describing, but I’m not sure what the purpose is.  Can you make it more 

clear?

The poem seems to really take off about halfway through.  Would it work to begin it there?

I can’t really see this image.  Can it be more clear?  Would a comparison help?

What did you want to get across in this paragraph?

Are you sure you want so many short sentences in a row? 

I’m confused.  Can you clarify where this takes place and who’s there? 

Wish/Consider Responses

I wonder what it would sound like if you dropped the last paragraph and ended it just before that.

Consider taking out some of the punctuation in this poem.  It might read smoother without so many 

pauses.

I feel like some of the details of the trip aren’t that important.  I’d like to hear more about the 
moment when things really got tense and less about the car ride getting there.

I wonder if you could do more with the title to help set the scene for this piece.

I wish I could hear more of your voice in this.  It still seems like it could apply to almost anyone.

This image works really well, but the rhythm feels awkward—maybe it’s too wordy.  Can you keep the image but rephrase it so it reads more smoothly?
