Vocabulary List Unit 1 – Fahrenheit 451 words

American Literature

Miss Sloan
1. stolid (adjective) – showing little emotion, calm and stoic

2. phoenix (noun) – a person of unmatched beauty, OR something rising from apparent destruction

3. pulverize (verb) – to reduce into small pieces, demolish

4. stratum (noun ) – a horizontal layer (more than one is ‘strata’)

5. melancholy (adjective ) – sadness, depression, gloominess

6. proclivity (noun ) – an inclination or tendency towards something

7. odious (adjective) – deserving hate or contempt; awful

8. ravenous (adjective) – urgently eager for food or satisfaction; starving for something

9. stagnant (adjective) – not flowing or moving, usually foul or murky

10. cacophony (noun) – a harsh, dissident, very loud noise – usually ongoing

11. bestial (adjective)  - brutal, without reason, extremely savage

12. tactile (adjective) – perceptible by touch, capable of being felt

13. dictum (noun) – an authoritative statement or decree

14. profuse (adjective) – abundant, flowing freely

15. insidious (adjective) – treacherous or dangerous, in a secret kind of way

