Vocab List, “A Rose for Emily” Words

American Literature

Miss Sloan
1. encroach (verb) – to take over the possessions or rights of another, to intrude 

2. obliterate (verb) – to completely wipe out, to erase or destroy entirely

3. perpetuity (noun) – endlessness, forever, eternity

4. dank (adjective) – musty, damp and moldy

5. pallid (adjective) – pale, pasty, colorless

6. vanquish (verb) – to conquer, send away in defeat

7. temerity (noun) – boldness, courage

8. diffident (adjective) – shy, hesitant and timid

9. vindicate (verb) – to prove correct, to support (to be vindicated is basically to be able to say “I told you so!”)

10. impervious (adjective) – resistant, unable to be penetrated or gotten through

11. cabal (noun) – a group united in a secret plot

12. circumvent (verb) – to avoid or get around by clever means, to dodge

13. sibilant (adjective) – making a hissing sound, whispery, like a snake

14. macabre (adjective) – ghoulish, gruesome, morbid; having to do with death

15. acrid (adjective) – choking, sharp, unpleasant and pungent

