Vocabulary Unit 1, Crucible Words

American Literature

Miss Sloan
1. inert (adj) – reclining or lying down without moving

2. sect (n) – a group or faction, a division of people

3. dally (v) – waste time, linger, hang around

4. predilection (n) – a fondness or a liking for something

5. rankle (v) – irritate or annoy

6. maraud (v) – attack, go after

7. innate (adj) – inborn, natural, instinctive

8. defile (v) – taint, besmirch, corrupt or make dirty

9. ideology (n) – philosophy, beliefs, and principles

10. junta (n) – military rule, a government by army

11. injunction (n) – a ban or command against something

12. heathen (n) – a pagan, someone with no morals, a wild person

13. blatant (adj) – obvious, deliberate, unconcealed

14. remiss (adj) – careless, negligent, or lax

15. motif (n) – a recurring theme, a pattern

For Wednesday, you need to use each of these words in a sentence that CLEARLY ILLUSTRATES that you understand both what the word means, and what part of speech it is.  For example…

Don’t say:  

He was inert.    

This tells me nothing about the word, or what it means.

Do say:

I am sure that most of you would rather be inert at home, watching television, than here at school, but my class makes it all worthwhile.  

(don’t use that sentence.)  ( 

Feel free to talk to me or e-mail me for clarification or explanation!

